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ant rules* Ireland is said to have been an "Isle
of Saints ", I have my doubts on the subject, but
suppose it so. It is now full of fine churches
and religious establishments; no people in the
world go to church with greater regularity, abs-
tain more thoroughly from meat on Fridays, etc.
etc. But with the mechanical observances they
are, I fear, too well satisfied. Drunkenness, idle-
ness, utter disregard for truths are rampant in
Southern Ireland, and therefore Southern Ireland
is what it is* Formal devotion is no substitute
whether in the daily bafctle of the world, or (I
believe) in the ultimate judgment of God, for the
proper ordering of one's every day actions.

If Muhammadans breathe the breath of life
on the dry bones of their religion I see no reason
why the temporal power of Islamic countries and
the spiritual strength of the Muhammadan
Church should not revive. Something of the
kind has happened in Prance. Zola cried out
against " the nightmare of Catholicism " ; anta-
gonism to the Catholic Church had been growing
up long before M. Combes started to " strafe "
the religious establishments of the country. The
orthodox imagined that France was losing all re-
ligion : Auguste Comte, an unbeliever, proclaimed
that France was daily becoming more religious.
Rene Bazin, a Catholic writer, implicitly admits
that Comte was right. The people were sick of
'the d!*y, lifeless, formal rules that were offered to